BAN ON TEMPLE
IN TWO YEARS

Don’t let them do this.

Read this section on the threat to this temple!
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The Manor’s theatre group perform dramas depicting
the rich tradition of India’s Vedic culture.

Sunday school each week teaches children about the
religion and culture.

W

Summer Camps are held each year for boys and girls.




Bhaktivedanta Manor To
Close To The Public
in Two Years

That’s the government’s decision. After a long wait following the public
inquiries, Mr. Chris Patten, the Environment Secretary announced to
the House of Commons that devotees of Krishna were to be banned
from visiting their most important temple at Bhaktivedanta Manor, near

Watford.

Mr Patten agreed with the inspector’s opinion that pilgrims coming to
the temple caused an unacceptable disruption to life in this * quiet
English village™. What an astounding conclusion - considering there was
no proof of noise or car parking problems and traffic was only an issue
once a year. All the consideration, it seems, was given to some local
residents who are deadly opposed to the temple.

The ban is to take effect from 20th March 1992. For the next two years
the temple is open for everyone as usual and all programmes and
festivals will continue inthe meantime. Mr. Patten explained that the

two-year period was to help ISKCON find an alternative site to relocate
all the worship and festivals.

WHAT THIS MEANS
FOR YOU

No more darshan of the Deities

No more festivals (Janmashtami, Diwall,
Ramnavami - All Banned)

No more classes, Sunday school,
religious discussions.

Deadline:- 20th March 1992

But the temple is still open until then.




GOVT. IGNORES TEMPLE
PROTESTS

Since 1986 when Hertsmere council
started its attack to close Bhaktivedanta

Manor to the public, there has been a
huge outcry. The protests included:-

@ Petitions of up to 100,000 signatures from the
Lk

@ Rallies and demonstrations
thousands.

@ Letters and queries from 100 MPs.

involving

® Official representations from the nations of
India, Mauritius and Nepal.

B e

@ Delegation to India and Nepal.

@ Tens of thousands of letters from the U.K.
and all over the world to the Queen, P.M. and
the DoE.

And here’s what the government’s
inspector said in response to this enor-
mous yet peaceful protest:

=1 take due note of the very large number of letters and
petitions, addressed to HM the Queen, the Prime
Minister, and members of HM government, members of
Parliament, the planning authority and myself relating to
this matter. Unfortunately many of these are based on the
premise that there is some antipathy to the Hindu religion
which is not the case. Inevitably many of these letters
come from people far away from Letchmore Heath who
are not aware of the full circumstances and the problems
posed by the attraction of crowds in a small English
village.”

From these statements it seems obvious that the
government gives far more weight to the views of a
handful of residents in this “*small English village™, than
hundreds of thousands of Hindus who are denied their
place of worship. The message is clear: if you don’t live in
Letchmore Heath, you don't have a say.

APPEAL
TO HIGH COURT

ISKCON has lodged appeals to the High Court against
both decisions by the DoE, i.e:-

1) against the ban on working at
Bhaktivedanta Manor, and

2) against the refusal for building a new
temple at Elstree.

As yet, no date has been fixed, but we expect to go to
court in September or October 1990.

We may hope to overturn the government’s decision, but
there is no guarantee of success, nor that Hertsmere
Council and the government would not take further
action to try and close the temple. Therefore, it seems,
that as well as fighting this injustice in the courts, we must
continue to lobby the government to find a proper, long-
term solution to the dispute.



COMMUNITY REACTION -
“SHOCKED & FRUSTRATED”

Within hours of the decision to ban the devotees
from the temple, messages started flooding in from
all over the world - from ISKCON centres,

politicians,

community leaders and all those

families whose lives will be changed (some say

ruined) by the ban.

The following excerpts reflect the deep concern and dismay over
the injustice of the government’s decision.

“This is a retrogade step which I believe will not only do
unnecessary damage to the interests of you and your
community, butis also a blow to the general requirements
of good planning practice.” Brian Gould MP, Shadow
Minister for the Environment.

“The government has exploited the goodwill and
characteristic peacefulness of our community.” Shree
Hindu Satsang Mandal, Coventry.

“We would rather lose our blood than lose Bhaktivedanta

Manor as a place of worship.” Newham Hindu
Association.

1 shall certainly raise the matter in the chamber of the
House of Commons and with the appropriate Ministers.™
Robert Hughes MP (Harrow West).

*It is an attack on Hindus living all over Britain and we
are not prepared to tolerate such behaviour against our
Hindu brothers and sisters.” India Youth Movement
(London).

“The freedom to worship is synonymous with the right to
vote in any civilised democracy and the Hindu community
must be resolved to fight this inhumane and gross
injustice. We support the founding of the temple defence
movement to spearhead this fight.” Hertsmere Consti-
tuency Labour Party

“Bhaktivedanta Manor has now become unquestionably
the most important place of worship of Hindus in this
country. It is doing valuable work among the Hindu
community in helping them retain their cultural and
religious identity. In addition many of its members are
British-born converts to Hinduism who are actively
working to bridge the gap between their Hindu brothers
and sisters and the host community and promote inter-
cultural harmony and co-operation, providing a solid base
for the continuing integration of the Hindu population
into British society.” Richard Prime, Research Officer for
ICOREC.

“One of the concerns of the Faith Alliance is that all faiths
should have the right and resources to practise their faith.
We have therefore been concerned that the community at
Bhaktivedanta Manor are under pressure to either limit
their activities or close down their community. We wish
the Manor well in its continuing struggle and hope there
will be a successful outcome. We hope that sometime the
Faith Alliance will be able to meet again at Bhaktivedanta
Manor.” Revd David Haslam, Secretary of The British
Council of Churches.

“In March 1988, at the World Hindu Conference in
Katmandu, the Hindus from all over the world passed the
resolution fully supporting that the shrine stays open to
the public.” Dr. Jogindra Jha, Secretary General for
World Hindu Federation.



PRESS CLIPPINGS

The following are excerpts from a few of the hundreds of newspaper articles, both in the

Gavaskar bats for endangered
shrine

The Indian cricketer Sunil Gavaskar, who has hit more Test
centuries than any other batsman, yesterday joined the team trying
to save a Hindu shrine in Hertfordshire from closure by the local
council after protests about noise and crowds.
“People must be allowed to worship and make their peace with
God,” Mr Gavaskar said yesterday in London.
“I hope the message will reach the authorities that this is something
which can’t be trifled with and must be settled quickly.”

The Guardian — London

Peaceful Protest
at Trafalgar Square

Trafalgar Square was again the scene of fierce protest yesterday,
after last weekend’s poll tax riot, writes Samira Ahmed.

This time, bystanders and police came under a barrage of nothing
more than fudge as Hindus and members of the Krishna Con-
sciousness Movement handed out prasad (consecrated sweets) in
protest at the closure order on the Bhaktivedanta Manor temple in

Letchmore Heath, Hertfordshire. P Fhaseeitinn — Lisdis

MP supports the Krishnas

Labour’s shadow minister for the environment. Bryan Gould, has
given his unqualified support to the Krishna’s fight to carry on
worshiping in Hertsmere.
Bryan Gould wants to see the Krishnas based either at
Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore Heath, or at a new temple in
Dagger Lane, Elstree.
Mr Gould said he will be writing to secretary of State for the
Environment, Chris Patten. expressing his support for the temple.
If necessary, he will request a meeting with the Department of
Environment to discuss their decision.

The Times — London

U.K. and abroad, which have featured the Campaign to Save the Temple.

Protest makes a point with sweets

In London yesterday, Trafalgar Square was again the focal point for
a demonstration, writes James Cusick. But in contrast to last
weekend's street riots, with 350 arrests and 150 injured, the main
figure for the record this time was 25,000 - the number of sweets
given out to the public bu Hare Krishna followers protesting over
the proposed closure of their main British temple.

The Independent - London

Hindu festival soured by private
detective

A private investigator was stationed outside Bhaktivedanta Manor
in Letchmore Heath over the weekend. keeping tabs on the number
of people visiting the temple to celebrate Janmashtami.
While the Hindu community should have been enjoying com-
memorating the appearance of Lord Krishna 5,000 years ago in
India, they claimed they felt intimidated and threatened during
their worship.
The Hare Krishnas claim a private investigator has been hired by
Hertsmere Council to count the devotees and has been parked
outside the Manor every fortnight through the summer, especially
during the Janmashtami celebrations.

Borehamwood Times

The Grand Launch — Lifts Off

The Hare Krishna Temple Defence Movement was successfully
launched at Bhaktivedanta Manor on Sunday 10th June 1990. The
Hare Krishna Temple Defence Movement was set up to fight the
decision made by the government to prevent the free use of the
Hare Krishna Temple. The task of the HKTDM is to gather public
support and to make sure that the temple remains open until a new
facility is established for the deities to be worshipped there.

New Life — London

Kinnock backs Krishna battle

Leader of the opposition Neil Kinnock has given his backing to the
fight to save the Krishna's Bhaktivedanta Manor, Letchmore
Heath.
Speaking at a reception at the Labour party conference, Mr
Kinnock said: “Labour councillors and MPs have worked long and
hard to keep the Bhaktivedanta Manor temple open.
“We share the campaign committee’s confidence that a solution will
soon be found which protects the rights of those who want to
worship at the temple and also the interests of those who live in the
village of Letchmore Heath.”

Borehamwood Times — London

Krishnas will fight on

Hindus will turn to civil disobedience if they are forced out of their

temple before they have found a suitable alternative,

This was the message of a rally held in Trafalgar Square on Sunday.
Wattord Observer — London



What is the Hare Krishna
Temple Defence Movement?

The HKTDM has been set up to fight the decision made by the
government to prevent the free use of the Temple by all the Hindus.

On 20th March 1992, the Enforcement Notice will Not Allow anybody to
come to the Temple to attend any of the activities such as Aratis, dramas,
and festivals such as Janmashtami, Diwali, etc.

Our task in the Defence Movement is to gather support from both Hindus
and non-Hindus to assist us in our fight to continue using the Temple.

We are planning several events which will need your support, assistance

and help.

Therefore, please come to the launch of the HKTDM and pledge your

support.

Yours sincerely @d
Ortrla b
LA e -

The HKTDM Grand Launch - Lifts Otf

The Hare Krishna Temple Defence Movement was successfully
launched at Bhaktivedanta Manor on Sunday 10th June 1990.

The highlights of the Grand Launch included special blessings for
the Senapatis (group leaders from different Boroughs), a drama on
the Manor saga, followed by speeches and a Havan Yajna (fire
sacrifice ).

The chairman of the Defence Movement, Mr Naresh Chadha
welcomed everyone and he said that, “We are now fired-up and
prepared to show and remind the whole world once again of
Gandhiji’s approach of non-violent civil disobedience and that the
Defence Movement is going to repeat history.

His Holiness Krishna das Swami gave his blessings to the Senapatis
and the Launch. He called upon everyone to remember Lord
Krishna’s instruction from Bhagavad-gita, “mam anusmara yudhya
ca, Remember Me and Fight.” His Holiness stressed that even when
fighting one’s mind and intelligence must be fixed upon Lord
Krishna and that way victory will be ours.

Mr C.B.Patel, Editor of New Life/Gujarat Samachar, whe had
travelled all the way from Bolton just to be part of this historic
Launch, said that, ““When everything fails, you have no option but
to fight. This difficulty will unite us and electrify us. Enough is
enough and we should not take anything for granted.

Mr J.M.Kaushal, the Editor of Amar Deep, called upon the
Defence Movement and the Hindu Community to put pressure on
the Indian, Mauritius and Nepalese governments to diplomatically
urge the British government to help find a solution.

Councillor Frank Ward, from Hertsmere Borough Council, a long-
standing supporter of the Hare Krishna Temple, gave an encour-
aging speech in full fighting spirit. He reminded everyone of how
Mahatma Gandhi, simply by a civil disobedience movement made
the British Government come down on its knees.

For Information on HKTDM please contact:

Chairman: Naresh Chadha 0734-771586
Secretary: Raju Vyas 081-4223145
Brent: Ambalal Gandhi 081-904 0741

Ealing: Chandrakant Raniga 081-998 5695

Enfield: Bhavan Shiva Ram 081-803 5331 (Treasurer)

Harrow: RavindraPatel 081-861 6231
Haringey: Subash Mehta 081-888 3222
Hounslow: Daleep Koshal 081-5720793
Watford: Narendra Bhatt 0923-227533

The HKTDM is run by a committee of volunteers and has already established 12 branches in local boroughs
around London. More leaders and volunteers are needed - men and women, old and young.

Come forward now to fight for your Temple.

YOU CAN BE PART OF IT

Volunteer and help set up a local defence group
in your borough.

Immediately write to your local MP. Strongly
protest the government’s decision. Explain what
the ban will mean to you and your family.

Please send us a copy of your letter and any
reply you receive.

Be ready to attend rallies, charity walks and
other evenis.
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